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Thereare currentlytwo establishedchools of thoughtn how tostructure HTMinterfaces withtablesor with frames Nowa
further concept is addedith WinLIKE with whichit is possibleto program with windows irelwbrowses, just like under
WindowsAs the ®rveControk and CodeBehind concepif ASP.NEfave changed th&Veb world sonwehat the purpose of
this article is to show how ASP.NET and Winfitikéfether and enable the diea of fast and flexiblgser surfacesvithout

much effort

Interface @ncepts in the Web

Web page todaytypicdy contain a larg€TMLpage which
represents differameas with the helpaofable: usualtiie
heaeér, themenutwo columns for thentents and the ot
Eachaction by the user usuallystesdcompleteload of the
page even if thgreater padf thepages not changetihough
this is annoyintp the useandputs the server under stress,
there i plausible reason: Go&diéendsSearclenginesire
highy optimizedegarding thedministration of found content,
but usually do not want to have anything to dwrwith
compleinterfacewith Frames davaScripA simple link to an
indexed file has to be able to raangieentire Website
structure again.

With enterprise applications, e.g. portalsprERPrkflow
systemsfrontend indexingearchengines do not matteor
this reason the more fleXilmes, which limit tesource
usagecan be used withpblemsHowever, this solution
does not completely satigfhaleagueredevelopetecause
larger applicationssually consist of numerousdifferent
framesetsAfter a user actioriaarfe musypiallyupdate one
or more othdérames or even worsgpgmetimes has to create
these in the first plaaedthat witlttonsideration of the most
diverse status informatitwena dedicatedaimehandler can
helponly a little bitand not offer the flexibilihjich one
generallgxpectérom windows.

Windowkave the simpfet geat advantagenatthrough their
abilityto overlap each otttery remain independesize and
position. The limitgmhceof a screen cdinereforbe used at
any timego showthe requiredontentindependdmgtof the
contentunderneath. iThs makes ieasiernot only for the
developebut alsdorthe user, who camore easilyet familiar
with thesurface andho camrrangend store the interfate
the way that appears most meaningful to Hihe
personalization ain application isthereby guaranteed
intrinsicallgs each user opeersactly the windotes or she
needsautomaticallwithout the developeer havinthought
about it in advance

How Does WinLIKE Work?

With WinLIKBhe familiar window world is nova\egable
again fowweb developers. WinLIKBNsndow Managersked
exclusivig on JavaScripand theDocument Objedflodel
(DOM oflE and Mozilla. Ithsispuredienttechnology, which
does not neddluging ActiveX or JavaBeans.titierreasqn

WInLIKE caharmonize with any language osetlier for
example ASPor ASP.N&EITl et 6 s take .it

The first question that arises iSMihAIKE windows ir¢he

first placeén principl&YinLIKE windolshave like Frames:

- Linkswith theargetclause are load@tto the appropriate
window

- Forms can send dstagetorpostto othewindow

- Windowcontentis completelyencapsulatedrom other
windows

- The window sizan behave relatiuar absolutetgpthesize
of the owser

- Windows can be manipulated ori¢gme wittlavaScript

- Window definitions or actions can be generateseovethe
like frames

Windows, howevdn not hauwhe disadvantages of Frames:

- Window contentlisectly accessible over a Deeplink

- Windows ardekible and not as static in size and position as

framesets
- Unlikdramesets,imdows can overlap themselves freely
- If necessaryjmlowsan bereatedutomatically
The similarityo famesis not coincidental, siMnLIKE
windowsare essentially corsgd of frame@n particular of
inline framgs which werdowever refined with lots of
JavaScript

Generally speakingpebsite omeb application with windows
thusconsists of three componentee Ioopage whichfor
examplecontains the merfund the background, 2. several
windowsyhich are defined inrihatpageand 3thecontent,
whichsloaded into windows:

Link 1

Link 3
Link 4

Fig 1- Structure of a WinLfi¢ige
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The JavaScriptource code of a rpage(whethethtml or
.aspxfile) looks as follows,twiowindows are to be defined
therein

<SCRIPT SRC="winlike/winman/wininit.js"></SCRIPT>
<SCRIPT SRC="winlike/winman/winman.js"></SCRIPT>
<SCRIPT>

WinLIKE.definewindows=mydefs;

function mydefs()

var j=new WinLIKE.window(",130,45,460,270,15);
j.HD=false;

j.Adr="samples/asp.net/list.aspx’;

j.Nam="listwin';

j-Ski='xp - png’;

WinLIKE.addwindow(j);

var j=new WinLIKE.window(",230,187,430,280,19);
j.HD=false;

j.Vis=false;

j.Nam="editwin’;

j.Ski='xp - png’;

WhLIKE.addwindow(j);

}
</SCRIPT>
<BODY onLoad=WinLIKE.init()>
</BODY>

At thestartthe necessary WinLil€Bources aleaded and
thereafter thevo windows are defined. The first wiaduoel
listwin( . N a m= dslvisildetight iafte6 launchithge page

the editoonegenerate windows visusllfporagindDrop and
providsthese with the necessary charactefistick on the
Save hutton produsethe requiredcode for the window
definitiog) whicttan thesimplye pasteihto a rogiage:
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Fig 3- WIinLIKE editwith thgeneratedindow definitions

An ASP.NET example
In order téearn how WinLIKBoperatewith theASP.NET

andloadsa file (Adr='samples/asp.net/list.aspx). The secongenegontrols and the CodeBehind femtarese aexample

windoveditwins notvisible .Vis=false) anddereforeloes not
needto loadcontentyet (Adr).By the wayhe individual
characteristics of a window are describeropéreeAPlof
WinLIKE:

2 hitp: #Hlocalhostitest/WebApplication2/00_WinL IKE. himl - Microsoft Internet Explorer
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Properties API
Attribute Meaning Default value Gur
TH Title of the window empty ves
ski skin default ves
Adr address empty yes
Ham target name empty ves
Fra slways in front false ves
vis start up window visibility true yes
it tidabar wisibility true yes
Min min.fmax. icon visibility true ves
cls dlase icon visibility true ves
Moy movesble true ves
siz resizeable true yes
= Left position of the window 70 implicit

Fig 2- Description of charactesisfia WinLIKE window

In theonLoadunctiorof the bdy tag WInLIKE is then started
(WInLIKE.init), so that the windows gandratedr h a t 6 s
theWinLIKBpageis finished. The followimigaAouldhenload
thefileedit.aspinto the winda@ditwin

<A HREF="samples/asp.net/edit.aspx?id=10263" TARGET="editwin">My
Link</A>

or with JavaScript:

<SCRIPT>WinLIKE.openaddress(‘'samples/asp.net/edit.aspx’,
'?id=10263', 'editwin’);</SCRIPT>

One cargenerate windows easily more tasilypy scriptith
the MIALIKE editorOQ_WinLIKE.htnffom the WinLIKE
distribution)which is als@xplainedin detailin the two
filesO1_tutorial_general.latmal 02_tutorial_content.htivith

to showhow a Listview is loaded into a window and how the

entriexzan be nrdpulated in a new windmachievehis,the
two table®rdersandCustomerom théNorthwindatabase
are used, whidbr this exampheust run omaQL server or
anMSDE:

Customers

7 | CustomerID
Comparmyhame

shipCity

Fig 4- The database schema

On completiomet small example apptinatiould appeas
follows:

it

Fig 5- The example applicatia\ifeb Browser

The example, which is a component of the WinLIKE distributio

does not need VisuadBoNET, but alirectoryon aweb
server.lf, howeverthe example is to be loaded Visual
Studio, th€€odeBehind files must be called differensisc The
attribute of



